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• Africa’s policymakers are not helpless. Domestic policy 
actions matter, time to act is now
• Reduce people’s vulnerability/develop social safety nets to 

avoid setbacks/democratic backsliding
• Don’t waste the crisis! Reassess current approaches to 

borrowing and financing
• Exploit opportunities in non-traditional sectors e.g., sports 

and creative industries
• Lesson from Ecobank: Africa’s banking sector is an 

important partner in recovery

Prof. Njuguna, Kwakwa, Nicolas Kazadi, Ade 
Ayeyemi

Africa’s Economic Recovery: 
What should policymakers do?



Food Security



Food Security: 
What should policymakers do? 

• Shift preferences to local brands; encourage domestic and 
regional competition
• Invest in food systems that create jobs, sustainable, and 

excellent nutritional outcomes 
• Re-examine conventional food policy
• Accelerate implementation of AfCFTA to avert future food 

supply disruptions
• Diversify Africa’s food systems to include indigenous crops: 

sorghum, millets, teff, matoke, and cassava

H.E. Hailemariam Dessalegn, Ahunna, Jeanine 
Cooper, Satu Santana



Education and Skills
School completion rates are highly unequal across demographics



Education and Skills: 
What should policymakers do? 

• Recognize education losses of the pandemic and compensate 
for this setback
• Use public resources on primary and secondary education to 

improve skills
• Safeguard national security to mitigate the negative effects of 

insecurity on educational outcomes
• Utilize new technologies and innovations to enhance learning.
• Ensure children acquire foundational and portable skills for 

technical and green jobs

H.E. Kikwete, David Sengeh, Ruth Kagia, Safaa



Health



Health: 
What should policymakers do? 

• Aim for health systems that are less dependent on imported 
medicines and vaccines 
• Leverage access to ICT and issue communication credits for 

enhanced network connection
• Prioritize universal health coverage
• Empower frontline workers and expand education for more 

nurses and midwives
• Endorse, fund, and strengthen regional institutions such as the 

Africa CDC and AMA to end HIV/AIDS

Nkengasong, Edwine Barasa, Winnie Byanyima, 
Michelle Williams, Lia Tadesse, Chikwe Ihekweazu



Gender



Gender: 
What should policymakers do? 

• Addressing gender disparities must be a necessary part of 
every policy
• Implement continental and international treaties
• Relieve supply- and demand-side constraints to women’s 

access to finance
• Governments, civil society, and funders to act with expediency 

to reduce gender equity gap
• Involve a diverse group of women in every conversation

Jeni Klugman, Caren Grown, Cina Lawson, Malado 
Kaba



Climate Change



Climate Change: 
What should policymakers do? 

• Climate change is a global commons problem and thus all 
actors must play their part
• Preserve natural assets like the Congo rainforest to maintain 

carbon absorption 
• Fund climate change adaptation through equity investments 

and concessional financing
• Develop clean, sustainable national industrial policies and 

coordinate these policies at the regional level
• Efforts to mitigate the effects of climate change pay for 

themselves

Kevin Urama, Hon. Bogolo, Mahmoud Mohieldin, 
John Mulligan and Gracelin



Africa’s Cities



Africa’s Cities: 
What should policymakers do? 

• Learn from well-organized, economically efficient African 
cities
• Ensure local governments have the financing to build smart, 

forward-looking cities 
• Prioritize climate resilient housing/buildings to secure 

livelihoods and reduce emissions
• Engage private sector and civil society organizations that act 

as both drivers and beneficiaries
• Foster formalization and privatization

Jide Sanwo-Olu, Prof. Peter Nyong’o, George Hill-
Lewis, Muhammad Gambo & KIPPRA scholars


